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The season of Lent will 
come to completion with 
the observance of Holy 
Week. Holy Week is a 
festival season in the 
church. On these days we 
remember and prepare 
for Jesus’ journey to the 
cross, where his life was 
sacrificed for the forgiveness of our sins, and we look forward 
to Easter morning when we celebrate the resurrection and the 
promise of new life we find in Jesus Christ as he was raised 
from the dead. 

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday. On this day, Christians 
from the Protestant and Roman Catholic traditions (Orthodox 
Christians celebrate a week later) gather to recognize Jesus’ 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem. As he arrived in Jerusalem to 
celebrate the Passover with his disciples, the people 
celebrated his arrival by laying palm branches and cloaks 
along the road. They shouted greetings, “Hosanna! Blessed is 
the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the 
coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the 
highest heaven!” With these words, they welcomed Jesus as a 
king among them. 

This grand welcome shown to Jesus does not go over well with 
the Jewish authorities, who are already suspect of Jesus’ 
teaching, the amazing things he is doing, and all the people 
gathering around him. On Palm Sunday, we will acknowledge 
this and include in our worship both the events of Palm 
Sunday and the rest of Holy Week, which in some traditions is 
referred to as the Passion of Christ. We will hear from the 
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Highlights from 
the February 
Consistory 
Meeting 

• Chair of Finance Chris Eddy 
presented the 2017 Annual 
Report and it was approved 
by the consistory. Copies are 
available for the congregation 
in the narthex. 

• The consistory discussed 
participating in Ridder Church 
Renewal/Churches Learning 
Change, which will be offered 
through Albany Synod. A 
congregational event about 
this process may be offered in 
the near future. 

• Jamie Ellwood has taken on 
the role of chair of the 
Preschool Committee.

March 25, 9:30 AM Palm/Passion Sunday Service

March 29, 6:00 PM Maundy Thursday Communion 
Worship & Potluck

March 30, 1:00 PM Good Friday at Altamont 
Reformed

April 1, 6:30 AM Easter Sunrise at the Rau Farm

April 1, 9:30 AM Easter Worship

Gospel of Mark the events of Jesus gathering with his disciples for the Last 
Supper, of Jesus’ time in the garden praying and then being arrested, and 
finally of Jesus’ trial and death on the cross. 

During Holy Week, you will also have the opportunity to gather for special 
worship services that recognizes these events. On Thursday, March 29, at 
6:00 PM we will gather for Maundy Thursday services in our Fellowship 
Hall and, like Jesus and his disciples did, we will join each other’s company 
for a meal and the Lord’s Supper. “Maundy” references the new command 
that Jesus gave to his disciples to love one another, and so we congregate in 
fellowship around the table to show our love to one another and recognize 
the love that we know in Jesus Christ. 

On Friday, March 30, Good Friday, we are invited to gather with Altamont 
Reformed and St. John’s Lutheran churches at 1:00 pm at Altamont 
Reformed Church for worship to remember Jesus’ death on the cross. 
Following the service, we’re invited join the worshippers in walking the 
cross to St. John’s Lutheran Church. In this physically demanding act of 
worship, we are reminded of the suffering Jesus faced in his journey to 
Golgotha and death on the cross. 

Holy Week ends with celebration and good news. Jesus is risen! Again we 
will gather with our Christian brothers and sisters from Altamont Reformed 
and St. John’s Lutheran for an early morning sunrise service at the Rau 
Farm. We worship together early in the morning remembering the disciples 
who went to the tomb to care for Jesus’ body only to find that he was alive. 
Our celebration of Jesus’ resurrection continues as we will gather for regular 
Sunday morning worship. The vibrant flowers throughout the sanctuary will 
be a sign to us of the risen Christ and the new life we find in him. 

Join us this Holy Week as we join Jesus in his journey to the cross and 
celebrate his resurrection! 

Holy Week Services



Helderberg Reformed Church | Christian Education Committee | Survey for 2018 

As we are in a new calendar year and opportunities abound, we need your direction in the kinds of educational activities you 
would like offered here at Helderberg.  Your comments/suggestions are always helpful and we hope that you will go beyond the 
survey in helping us grow in knowledge and spirit. 

You do not need to identify yourself unless it is appropriate or you wish feedback and wish to be known. 

Currently our youth are receiving their instruction during the church service.  It is desirable at this time to provide for maturity 
variance and dividing the children into groups would be helpful.  To that end, we need your assistance.  Please check below all 
that apply. 

Ο  I would be willing to substitute in the Sunday School classes. Name: ____________________________ 

Ο  I would be willing to teach a group during Sunday School.  Name: ____________________________ 

Ο  I would be willing to teach a group during Sunday School during a  month,  unit of study,  quarter. 

Ο  I would suggest the following alternative to teaching the classes during church services (use back of sheet if needed): 

As Pastor Lindsey is willing to provide continuing education and specific alternatives for the adults, please complete the following 
to give direction to the Christian Education Committee in their planning: 

Ο  Please host an evening study on __________________________________.  (Topic/Book/Book of the Bible, etc.) 

Ο  Provide a “Sermon Feedback Hour” following Service. 

Ο  Provide a study guide in the bulletin for Sunday Service. 

Ο  Enable  a monthly   an occasional breakfast  on  Saturday morning   Sunday morning for early fellowship and topic 
exploration. 

 ...   On which I would work to make possible.     To which I would contribute.    For which I could get leaders. 

Ο  Host a “Neighborhood Mixer” such as a clambake, barbecue, other meal with topics of interest such as: 

Ο  Provide “Couples’ Evenings” on timely topics in religion or other pertinent topic. 

Ο  Provide a family evening on occasion with topics such as: 

Ο  Other suggestions for educational/social opportunities:   

Ο  Host an outing (Valley Cats game, Arena football, Red Sox/Yankee game, OTHER???) 

Ο  Host a movie  night  afternoon at  church  a theater.   

 Suggested movies: 

Of course, all activities require a leader and people willing to work on them.  At this time, we truly just need to know the wishes 
of the Congregation but also, in some cases, willingness to work to get them functional NOW.  Please return these in the offering 
at your earliest convenience, but no later than April 1, so we can work on them immediately.  Also, please share this survey with 
those who do not attend services during winter months. 

Your comments and suggestions below would be appreciated as well. 

Name of Submitter (if you choose to let us know): ______________________________________________________________ 



[ This page left blank to leave room for Christian Education Survey responses.]



Missional Moment: Souper 
Bowl 
Thanks for making 
“Souper” Bowl 
Sunday a success 
again this year. Your 
contributions sent 
204 cans of soup 
and $200 to the 
Guilderland Food 
Pantry and 42 cans 
and $290 to the 
Altamont Food 
Pantry. 

- Al Sholtes

NEWS AND NOTES

Spring Book Study 
The Welcoming Congregation 

Join us for a book study on The Welcoming 
Congregation by Henry Briton. In this practical 
book, Briton explores the roots and fruits of 
Christian hospitality. 

We will meet on Sunday mornings following 
worship in the classroom, beginning March 11. (We 
will not meet on Easter Sunday, April 1.) No 
registration needed, just show up! 

You are encouraged to purchase a book (available 
wherever books are sold) but you are welcome to 
drop in without reading, as we’re sure the 
discussion will be interesting and valuable to all.

HRC Fun! — BBQ Edition 

On Thursday, March 1 we served 400 chicken BBQ meals 

(with a little help from Brooks’ Barbeque) in about two 

hours! Thanks to the whole team who came out to help, 

especially our fearless leader, Bob Pahl.

Celebration of Ministry and 
Mission! 
Join the folks of Albany Synod on May 6 at the 
Delmar Reformed Church to showcase your 
ministry and be inspired by the mission 
success of our Regional Synod family. This 
celebration will feature a catered dinner, a 
ministry fair, and a presentation highlighting 
ministries throughout the Synod. 

Tickets on sale starting this month, information 
will be in the bulletin.



Tree of Life 

The Tree of Life is a work of art for the past and future of Helderberg Reformed Church

In honor of Helderberg Reformed Church’s 250th anniversary, artists in the conmunity 
and the congregation are creating a work of art that will last for generations to come.

The HRC “Tree of Life” is a project that will use the history of HRC in a unique and 
beautiful way. Each leaf on the Tree will be crafted from stained glass recovered from the 1986 
fire. The complete work will be hung in the narthex by the sanctuary entrance.

Contributing to the creation of the 250th Anniversary Tree of Life will ensure the vitality of the church by 
helping cover the cost of capital improvements.

A brass plaque will be created along with the Tree listing remembrances and honors. This plaque will 
accompany the Tree and together they will serve as a piece of church history for another 250 years and 
beyond!

Look for more information about the Tree in your Sunday bulletins and online at hrchurch.org.
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